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1 . (Currently Amended) An electronic payment processing system comprising: 

a payment processor having at least one network connection and receiving, for a plurality of 
electronic sales transactions involving a customer and each of a plurality of vendors, each electronic 
sales transaction representing a purchase by the customer from a different one of the plurality of 
vendors involving a charge to the customer and a payment to the respective vendor, 

(a) a customer transaction request for the plurality of electronic sales transactions, via the 
network connection from a customer system corresponding to the customer, the 
customer transaction request including a single unique transaction identifier, and 

(b) a plurality of vendor transaction requests, separate from the customer transaction 
request, for the plurality of electronic sales transactions, via the network connection 
from one or more vendor systems corresponding to the plurality of vendors, each of 
the vendor transaction requests containing the single, unique transaction identifier, 

wherein the customer transaction request and the vendor transaction requests each include a 
singl e uniqu e transaction identifier for all of the plurality of electronic sal e s transactions and an 
identification of a number of customer and vendor transaction requests corresponding to th e 
custom e r transaction r e qu e st forming a complete set of transaction requests corresponding to the 
single unique transaction identifier , 

wherein the vendor systems do not receive personal information for the customer for 
transaction verification, and 
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wherein the payment processor processes the plurality of electronic sales transactions based 
on the single unique transaction identifier and resolves the plurality of electronic sales transactions as 
a single transaction by the customer in charges to an account of the customer and as a plurality of 
transactions by each of the plurality of vendors in payments to the vendors . 

2. (Previously Presented) The electronic payment processing system according to claim 1 5 
wherein personal billing information for the customer is contained within the customer transaction 
request from the customer. 

3. (Previously Presented) . The electronic payment processing system according to claim 1, 
wherein personal billing information for the customer is contained within the electronic payment 
processing system and accessed based upon an identifier within the customer transaction request 
from the customer. 

4. (Previously Presented) The electronic payment processing system according to claim 1, 
wherein the payment processor separately authenticates the customer transaction request from the 
customer system and the vendor transaction requests from the vendor systems. 
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5. (Previously Presented) The electronic payment processing system according to claim 1, 
wherein the payment processor authorizes the electronic sales transactions based on correspondence 
between the transaction identifier, a transaction amounts and goods or services identifiers from the 
customer transaction request and the transaction identifier, transaction amounts and goods or services 
identifiers from the vendor transaction requests. 

6. (Original) The electronic payment processing system according to claim 1, wherein the 
electronic payment processing system processes micro-payments. 

7. (Original) The electronic payment processing system according to claim 1, wherein the 
electronic payment processing system employs a declining balance account for the customer. 
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8. (Previously Presented) The electronic payment processing system according to claim 1, 
further comprising: 

the customer system communicably coupled to the payment processor; 
the vendor system communicably coupled to the payment processor; 
at least one record relating to the customer; 
at least one record relating to each of the vendors; and 

one or more queues containing pending transaction requests, wherein the payment processor 
at least one of matches transaction requests upon receipt with transaction requests within the one or 
more queues and periodically searches for counterpart transaction requests within the one or more 
queues. 

9. (Previously Presented) The electronic payment processing system according to claim 1, 
wherein the payment processor dynamically determines a payment amount for the electronic sales 
transactions from a pricing and terms policy defined by each of the one or more vendors. 

10. (Previously Presented) The electronic payment processing system according to claim 1, 
wherein the payment processor resolves payment for the electronic sales transactions across each of 
the vendors transparently to the customer. 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) An electronic payment processing system comprising: 

a payment processor receiving, for an electronic sales transaction involving a customer and 
one or more vendors, at least one transaction request from one or more of a customer system 
corresponding to the customer and one or more vendor systems corresponding to the one or more 
vendors, wherein the payment processing controller dynamically determines a payment amount from 
the customer to the one or more vendors for the electronic sales transaction from a pricing and terms 
policy defined by each of the one or more vendors. 

12. (Previously Presented) An electronic payment processing system comprising: 

a payment processor receiving, for an electronic sales transaction involving a customer, a 
contact vendor and one or more supplying vendors, at least one transaction request from one or more 
of a customer system corresponding to the customer, a contact vendor system corresponding to the 
contact vendor, and one or more supplying vendor systems corresponding to the one or more 
supplying vendors, wherein the payment processing controller resolves a payment from the customer 
for the electronic sales transaction across the contact vendor and each of the one or more supplying 
vendors transparently to the customer. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A method of processing electronic payments comprising: 

at a payment processor having at least one network connection, receiving, for an a plurality of 
electronic sales transactions involving a customer and each of a plurality of vendors, each electronic 
sales transaction involving a purchase by the customer from a different one of the plurality of 
vendors involving a charge to the customer and a payment to the respective vendor,, 

(a) a single customer transaction request for the plurality of electronic sales transactions, 
via the network connection from a customer system corresponding to the customer, 
the customer transaction request including a single unique transaction identifier, and 

(b) a plurality of vendor transaction requests^ separate from the customer transaction 
request, for the plurality of electronic sales transactions, via the network connection 
from one or more vendor systems corresponding to the plurality of vendors, each of 
the vendor transaction requests containing the single, unique transaction identifier, 

wherein the customer transaction request and the vendor transaction requests each include a 
single unique transaction identifi e r for all of the plurality of electronic sales tran s actions and an 
identification of a number of customer and vendor transaction requests corresponding to th e 
customer transaction r e quest forming a complete set of transaction requests corresponding to the 
single unique transaction identifier , 

wherein the vendor systems do not receive personal information for the customer for 
transaction verification; and 
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within the payment processor, processing the plurality of electronic sales transactions based 
on the single unique transaction identifier and resolving the plurality of electronic sales transactions 
as a single transaction by the custome r in charges to an account of the customer and as a plurality of 
transactions by each of the plurality of vendors in payments to the vendors . 

14. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 13, further comprising: 
processing the electronic sales transactions using personal billing information for the 

customer contained within the customer transaction request from the customer. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 13, further comprising: 
processing the electronic sales transactions using personal billing information for the 

customer contained within an electronic payment processing system and accessed based upon an 
identifier within the customer transaction request from the customer. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 13, further comprising: 
separately authenticating the customer transaction request from the customer system and the 

vendor transaction requests from the one or more vendor systems. 
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17. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 13, further comprising: 
authorizing the electronic sales transactions based on correspondence between the transaction 

identifier, transaction amounts and goods or services identifiers from the customer transaction 
request and the transaction identifier, transaction amounts and goods or services identifiers from the 
vendor transaction requests. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 13, further comprising: 
processing a micro-payment for at least one of the electronic sales transactions. 

19. (Previously Presented) A method of processing electronic payments comprising: 

at a payment processor having at least one network connection, receiving, for an electronic 
sales transaction involving a customer and one or more vendors, at least one transaction request via 
the network connection from one or more of a customer system corresponding to the customer and 
one or more vendor systems corresponding to the one or more vendors; and 

dynamically determining a payment amount from the customer to the one or more vendors for 
the electronic sales transaction from a pricing and terms policy defined by each of the one or more 
vendors. 
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20. (Previously Presented) A method of processing electronic payments comprising: 

at a payment processor having at least one network connection, receiving, for an electronic 
sales transaction involving a customer, a contact vendor and one or more supplying vendors, at least 
one transaction request via the network connection from one or more of a customer system 
corresponding to the customer, a contact vendor system corresponding to the contact vendor, and one 
or more supplying vendor systems corresponding to the one or more supplying vendors; and 

resolving a payment from the customer for the electronic sales transaction across the contact 
vendor and each of the one or more supplying vendors transparently to the customer. 
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